
The City of San Leandro may need to relocate or reconstruct City-maintained sewer mains to preserve public 
health and safety. Some rate payers may then need to reconstruct their private sewer laterals to reconnect to 
the City sewer mains. The City is considering reallocating a portion of the previously approved sewer and 
wastewater rate increase to reimburse rate payers for those reconstruction costs. There will be no rate increase as 
a result of this reallocation.

The City operates and maintains Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW), on behalf of the rate payers. As the system has aged, 
repair and replacement is required. Under this proposed rate repurpose, property owners would be reimbursed the full cost of 
private lateral reconstruction to a newly constructed City main line.

In accordance with Proposition 218 (Article XIIID of the California Constitution), this notice about the proposed rate 
repurpose is being sent to all property owners served by the City of San Leandro Water Pollution Control Plant (approximately 
15,500). If more than 50% of property owners submit a written protest to the City during the 45-day protest period that runs 
from October 5, 2011 to November 21, 2011, the City cannot change the original purpose and use of the previously approved 
rate increases until a new Prop. 218 notice for such rates is sent and the procedures detailed above re-done. If fewer than 50% 
of property owners submit a written protest within that time frame, the City has the discretion to change the purpose of the 
approved rate increases to cover the costs rate payers incur when they have to reconnect their private sewer laterals when the 
City relocates or reconstructs a City-maintained sewer main. The proposed repurposing of rates, if adopted, would be effective 
after December 1, 2011. 

If you do not agree with the proposed rate repurposing, you may submit a written protest letter or use the form on the back 
and deliver it in one of three ways:

1.	 Mail it to the San Leandro City Clerk, Wastewater Rates, 835 E. 14th Street, San Leandro CA 94577. It must arrive by 
5 p.m., November 21, 2011.

2.	 Hand deliver your letter or the form below to the San Leandro City Clerk at 835 E. 14th Street, Room 205, San Leandro 
CA 94577, by 7 p.m., November 21, 2011.

3.	 Bring your letter or the form below to:  
City Council Public Hearing 
7 p.m. November 21, 2011 
San Leandro City Hall 
835 E. 14th Street, Council Chambers, San Leandro CA 94577

In order to be counted as a valid protest against the proposed rate repurposing, your letter or the form on back must include 
the Assessor’s Parcel Number (on mailing label), the property address, and an authorized signature, and be delivered as outlined 
above. Only one protest is allowed per property. 

                                                                                                                     (continued on back)

City of San Leandro
835 E. 14ht Street
San Leandro CA 94577

Notice of Proposed  
Sewer and Wastewater Treatment  
Rate Repurpose and Public Hearing

•	The City has approximately 23 miles of sewer main that are 
partially or entirely located on private property. 

•	Many of the sewer main components are 50 to 100 years 
old and were installed before adjoining properties were 
subdivided. 

•	Approximately 500 residential properties could be impacted  
based on the proximity of sewer lines to structures.

•	Costs for new piping work required on private property 
vary widely by location, and are dependent on such factors 
as existing house plumbing, connection point to a new 
sewer main line and surface restoration.

•	The necessity to abandon and relocate a sewer main is rare, 
pursued only when there is a clear and present risk to public 
health and safety, and when all other reasonable solutions 
have been exhausted. 

•	Rates adopted in 2010 are adequate to fund the 
reimbursement expense of any anticipated need to move 
sewer laterals to a newly constructed City main line. 

•	 If as many as one half of the 500 identified residential 
properties require lateral relocation, the total cost could be 
up to $4 million over the next 10 to 20 years. 



Important Notice to Property Owners About 
Your Sewer and Wastewater Treatment

City of San Leandro
835 E. 14ht Street
San Leandro CA 94577

A Vital Community Service
•	We clean about 5 million gallons of wastewater every day—

1.8 billion gallons a year for 50,000 residents and businesses 
in the northern two-thirds of the city. 

•	We respond to problems within 1 hour, 24 hours a day/7 
days a week/365 days a year.

•	We perform over 45 laboratory analyses a day to ensure 
water quality.

Stewards of the Bay
•	The water we clean is sent to the Bay—and it’s cleaner than 

the water already in the Bay.

•	We recycle enough water for irrigation to meet the fresh 
water requirements of 1,200 families every year.

Value for Your Money
•	The Plant is self-sufficient; no City general fund money is used.
•	Our rates are 28% lower than the Alameda County average.
•	We can generate on-site about 60% of the electricity needed 

to run the Plant by reusing waste materials.
•	We sell recycled water.
•	Restaurants pay us to accept their grease, which is used to 

generate electricity.

QUICk FACTS ABOUT YOUR WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT

<<Owner Name1>> 
<<Address1>>
<<Address2>>
<<Address3>>
<<Address4>>

Protest Form
If you would like to protest the proposed sewer and wastewater treatment rate repurpose, you may write a letter or complete this form, 
detach it, and mail it to the San Leandro City Clerk, Wastewater Rates, 835 E. 14th Street, San Leandro CA 94577. Or you may hand 
deliver your letter or this form to the City’s Clerk’s office, 835 E. 14th Street, Room 205, San Leandro, CA 94577. In order to be counted as 
a valid protest against the proposed rate repurpose, this form or your letter must include the Assessor’s Parcel Number (on mailing label), the 
property address, and an authorized signature, and be delivered to the City Clerk no later than the end of the Public Hearing on November 
21, 2011 at 7 p.m. Only one protest is allowed per property.  

Assessor’s Parcel Number:  ______________________________     Parcel Address: _______________________________________

I protest the proposed sewer and wastewater treatment rate repurpose to fund  
sewer lateral replacement costs related to providing sewer service to properties 
within the San Leandro Water Pollution Control Plant service area. 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that I am the owner of the above listed property or the authorized representative of the owner 
of the above listed property. 

____________________________________________________      ____________________________________________________
Please PRINT your name above.             Please SIGN your name above.
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