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Fire Hazard Severity Zones
What are the zones?
• The maps are required by Government Code 

51178 & 51179
• They identify three levels of fire hazard:

– Moderate, High, and Very High
• San Leandro’s new map only has High and Moderate
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Model Updates 
• Updated burn probabilities for wildland areas               
• Updated fire environment footprints (urban/developed)
• Updated vegetation density for urban areas
• Inclusion of slope in the urban zoning model
• Localized fire weather used in both wildland and urban 

models
• New firebrand production and transport model using 

discrete local wind vector distribution
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Wildland vs. Non-Wildland Zones
• Zones are areas with relatively homogeneous slope 

and vegetation
• Hazard map is produced at 30m resolution
• Scores are averaged within a zone
• Wildland is scored independently of urban and 

agricultural
• Urban zones scored using additional model steps
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Urban Fire Hazard Severity Zones
• Based on distance to wildland and 

hazard level of adjacent wildland
• Ember production based on 

vegetation type and fire weather
• Ember transport based on wind 

speed/direction observed under the 
most extreme fire weather at a given 
location

• Width of moderate, high and very 
high bands in urban are based on 
ember load, urban tree cover, and 
slope
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Map Purpose
What is the map for?
• Building standards for new construction in the 

Wildland-Urban Interface (CBC Chapter 7A)
• Property development standards such as road widths, 

water supply and signage (Fire Safe Regulations)
• Defensible Space Requirements (Government Code 

51182)
• Natural hazard real estate disclosure
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Examples of State Minimum Requirements
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Zones
• High Severity Zones (Orange on Map).

– New construction subject to applicable sections of 
CBC Chapter 7A

– Hazard Disclosure subject to real estate transfer 
inspection by fire staff.

• Moderate Severity Zone (Yellow on Map).
– No impact other than on the map
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2025 Map

• The LRA 2025 evaluation 
included Very High, High, 
and Moderate

• Results:
• 443 parcels in High 
• 184 parcels in 

Moderate
• Grand total of 627
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2009 Map

• Only the Very High Zone 
was evaluated in the Local 
Response Area (LRA) in 
2007-2011.

• San Leandro had 557 
parcels in the Very High 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone
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Map Comparison
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Defensible Space Inspections
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State Mandated Adoption Process
• Senate Bill 63 (Stern, 2021) now requires all zones to be adopted.
• Maps Released on February 24, 2025.
• City of San Leandro has 30 days to make maps available for the 

public (Government Code 51178.5).
• Maps made available on March 3, 2025.
• City has 120 days from receiving maps to adopt an ordinance 

(Government Code 51179).
• Local agency shall transmit a copy of the adopted ordinance to the 

State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection with 30 days of 
adoption.
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Ordinance Restrictions
• The law does not allow for a local jurisdiction to request changes or 

provide comments to the State Fire Marshal on the Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone designations.

• The local municipality shall not decrease the level of fire hazard severity 
zone as identified by the State Fire Marshal for any area within the 
jurisdiction.  

• Per Government Code 51179 (b)(1) A local agency may, at its 
discretion, include areas within the jurisdiction of the local agency, not 
identified as very high fire hazard severity zones by the State Fire 
Marshal, as very high fire hazard severity zones following a finding 
supported by substantial evidence in the record that the requirements 
of Section 51182 are necessary for effective fire protection in the area. 
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Effect on Insurance

• Fire Hazard and Fire Risk are separate processes.
• Insurance companies measure risk and they each 

use their own models to measure risk.
• Risk is not being measured with this process.
• Contact your insurance company if you have 

questions regarding what they measure and how 
you can reduce the risk in their eyes.
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City Fire Safety Efforts
• Continued annual Defensible Space Inspections of High 

FHSZ areas
• Chipper Program
• Community Preparedness Training

– Emergency Preparedness Workshop May 20 & June 11
– Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) 

• May 29, 31, June 7

• Red Flag Days - Engine upstaffing and patrolling
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fire.acgov.org

Zone 0: Ember-Resistant Zone  0 – 5 feet from 
building

Zone 1: Lean, Clean, and Green Zone 5 – 30 feet 
from the building

Zone 2: Reduce Fuel Zone    30-100 feet from the 
building or to the property line

Request a Defensible 
Space Inspection

acfddefensiblespace@acgov.org

Take an interactive 
look at the CalFire 
Wildfire Action Plan

ACFD Defensible Space Inspection FAQs

Fire Hazard Severity 
Zone Locator

ACFD Chipper Program
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