
San Leandro Arts & Culture 
Grants Program 2025



● $75,000 available for the 2025 Arts & Culture Grant program.

● 22 applications received by the deadline representing $133,500 in 
requests.

○ 12 individuals

○ 10 non-profit organizations

● The three Grant Committee members individually ranked 
applications on a 1-100 scale.

Background and Process



● 13 applications were disqualified or not recommended for funding.
○ 8 applications were incomplete and disqualified.
○ 5 applications were not recommended for funding based on the criteria 

detailed in the Arts & Culture Grant Program Guidelines.

● The Grants Committee is recommending the Arts, Culture & Library 
Commission approve 7 applications for funding:
○ 4 individuals
○ 3 non-profit organizations

Background and Process (continued)



Proposed Grantees: 
Individuals



Elenita Makani O'Malley (Individual)

● Elenita is a San Leandro storyteller 
whose work weaves together culture, 
history, and community. She is the 
director of Oakland Ilokana, a short 
documentary spotlighting the life of 
her grandmother, “Lola” Marie—one 
of the first Filipino American children 
born in the East Bay.

● $5,000 grant

“Oakland Ilokana: Film Screening and Community Oral History”



Eric Shea (Individual)

“San Leandro: Nightscapes! will be an exploration of San Leandro at night 
through the medium of oil painting.”

● The 10 paintings will be 
impressionistic in nature and 
feature a variety of land and 
cityscapes at night throughout 
San Leandro.

● In keeping with the "Nightscapes" theme 
host a show and reception in an outdoor 
venue.

● $4,000 Grant



Laura A. Cedillo (Individual)

● Grant funds will be used by the author to 
write “CreNative Visualizations” a book of 
20 visualizations focused on fire, water, 
corn etc. The book can be used by 
educators, parents, etc. to help people 
examine their relationship to land and 
the elements regardless of cultural 
background.

● The author will host a personal Land 
Acknowledgment workshop for 20 
people.

● $5,000 grant

“CreNative Visualizations”

Laura A. Cedillo uses manual 
and literary arts to bring 
people together, to build skills, 
inspire creativity and to make 
meaningful connections 



Andrea Guskin (Individual)

Local Roots is a 4-part visual arts project 
that focuses on collaborative artwork 
centering the family ancestry:
1. individual ancestral portraits inspired 

by conversations with a small group of 
community members;

2. a photographic series of images 
inspired by tree roots found in San 
Leandro neighborhoods;

3. a free public art-making event; and
4. a culminating celebration and 

exhibition of the works created.
• $5,000 grant

“Local Roots”



Proposed Grantees: 
Non-Profits



Jupiter Corner (Organization)

“Beautify downtown San Leandro, celebrate the diverse and interconnected experiences of
local families, and inspire joy, pride and belonging.”

● Add a large-scale (85 feet long and 12 feet
high) mural to the north-facing exterior of 
the building at 1900 East 14th Street.

● Brian Barneclo, a Bay Area artist and
muralist who is well known for his
large-scale, colorfully stylized murals 
will create the mural (see “Mural 
commission, San Francisco, CA” for 
an example of Brian’s work).

● $7,500 Grant



SLIA (Organization)

● Painting a mural on three sides of a large 
garbage enclosure located in the parking 
lot at the intersection of W. Juana and 
Washington Avenues.

● The artist, Julia Marquis, has 
chosen vibrant colors and nature 
themes to beautify this heavily 
trafficked area. See mockup of the 
design in the adjacent image.

● $10,000 grant

“Downtown Garbage Enclosure Mural”



Bethel Community Church (Organization)

“Resilient San Leandro: Community Mural”
● Install a 15’ x 30’ community mural on an external 

face of the church property facing Bancroft Avenue 
- a wall that is visible and located in a high-traffic 
area.

● The proposed muralist is San Leandro 
resident, ChiChai who is a Pinay artist, 
educator, and community-gatherer (see Our 
City, Our Community mural in San 
Francisco for an example of ChiChai’s 
work).

● “We also want to make clear that while we 
are a church, this project is not religious in 
any way.” Page 6 of Bethel application form.

● $10,000 Grant



● The Grant Committee is recommending that the Arts, Culture & Library 
Commission approve 7 grant applicants for grant awards totaling 
$46,500.

● Proposed changes for next year based on this year's application 
experience:

○ Change application format from PDF to online form that requires the applicant 
to answer questions and upload required documents.

○ Emphasize the importance of proposed impact and accessibility/visibility in 
grant guidelines.

● Questions & Discussion

Summary
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