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San Leandro City Council 
Meeting February 4th, 2019 

 
Public Comment 

via correspondence 
 

From:  Richard Brennan 
 

  

Re: Agenda Item 5.A. 

As a member of the San Leandro Planning Commission in December 2018, I was among those 
who voted to APPROVE this project.   
I urge the City Council to also APPROVE this project. 

The following are key discussion items is support of this position: 

• Traffic: 
The San Leandro City Planning Department Staff has stated, as have professional consultants, that the 
MAJOR source of additional traffic through the Estudillo neighborhood is NOT increased use by multiple 
unit residents; It is cut-through commute and business traffic.  Traffic on almost all arterials leading 
downtown has increased over the last decade… but the housing pool near City Center has not matched 
this growth and/or caused the traffic. 

• Estudillo and Bancroft 
The Estudillo/Bancroft intersection is hardly a sleepy residential street corner.  There is the Bancroft 
Middle School entrance, multiple commercial buildings, and a GAS STATION.  Bancroft has been 
developed for non- Single-family use since at least the 1960s… (parts since the '40s), and both Estudillo 
and Bancroft are considered arterial roads by the State & County.  These are both in-use as A/C Transit 
bus routes. 

Estudillo has been the major north-eastern arterial access to Downtown San Leandro since before there 
was an I-580 freeway; feeding the pre-freeway MacArthur Blvd, and even before that, Estudillo was the 
road to Lake Chabot and onward to Castro Valley. I find Estudillo on the 1899 map, and by the 1940's it 
is already marked in RED as a major route through town.  There are now FREEWAY exit signs on 580 for 
"ESTUDILLO" and Downtown. 
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• Parking 
The problem with Day-use parking is probably related to the convenience and proximity to downtown; 
although I suspect not many BART users are walking the ¾ mile!  Nighttime parking congestion is 
probably on-street parking by residents who find stacked driveway parking inconvenient.  In either 
case… the amount of parking proposed for the project seems appropriate given the trajectory for 
diminished single-car usage in the coming years.   

An available alternative within the City would be to integrate a Residential Parking Permit program… and 
extend the City's App-based paid parking solution to the Estudillo neighborhood for non-residents. 

• School Drop-off 
Unfortunately, Bancroft Middle School was built at the site of the old San Leandro High School long 
before the current era of student curbside drop-off.   Unbelievably, students used to walk and bike to 
school!!!   

The solution for Bancroft students has little to do with the parcel across the street; it is for the City and 
School District to re-look at the entire access design and process; restrict Estudillo and Bancroft from ALL 
on-street pick-up, drop-off, and waiting; and potentially utilize the open school property between the 
parking lot and the Creek for a loading zone.  The basketball courts there are certainly not in much use 
at these scheduled drop-off / pick-up times. 

"P' zoning vs 'PD": 
The "PD" Zone exists in the San Leandro Zoning Code to; in part:  
"Establish a procedure for the development of larger parcels of land in order to reduce or eliminate the 
rigidity, delays, and inequities that otherwise would result from application of zoning standards and 
procedures designed primarily for small parcels." 
The block-wide parcel proposed for the project is one of the (if not THE…) largest 'P' -zoned parcels in 
the City.  While most 'P' parcels are only 50-feet wide, the larger size, contiguous shape, and location on 
two arterial streets makes this project ideal for application of the 'PD' Zone designation. 

While this type of project would NOT fit within the center of the Estudillo neighborhood, at the 
neighborhood edge, it is of similar overall mass to the middle school building and the 3-1/2 story 
apartment complex south on Bancroft. 

NIMBY 
Finally, it is disingenuous to say  

 "I'm all for more and better housing options in San Leandro…  
 Just don't put it HERE!" 

This is the NIMBY mantra… 

There are few, if ANY cohesive parcels of land near our City's Transit-oriented Development areas that 
have equally favorable attributes for an environmentally conscious, well-planned development. 
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