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150 years of 
urbanization 
has altered 
San Francisco 
Bay 



We have had a massive impact  
on the Bay over the last century 

We’ve filled thousands of acres We’ve dumped garbage 

January 
21, 2016 
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Growing threat:  
Climate Change 





Tidal marsh habitat for fish and birds  
has been reduced dramatically 

(1850) (1998) 



• 

IMPORTANCE OF TIDAL MARSH 



 100,000 Acres of Tidal Marsh  
Needed for a Healthy Bay 

22,000 acres to be secured 
 

 

 

 44,000 acres today 

35,000+ acres secured for 
restoration 

100,000 
 



What is the Restoration Authority? 

 The San Francisco Bay Restoration  
Authority was created by Save The Bay   
and others through 2008 legislation. 

 Its mandate is to propose new public 
funding mechanisms to voters for Bay 
marsh restoration; then provide grants       
to accelerate wetland restoration, flood       
protection, and public access to Bay. 

 Governing Board comprised of elected 
officials from each quadrant of the Bay 
Area; Advisory Board represents many 
community interests. 

 It currently has no funding to carry out       
its important mission. 

Mission: To raise and allocate resources for the restoration, enhancement, protection, and 
enjoyment of wetlands and wildlife habitat in the San Francisco Bay and along its shoreline. 
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Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot Measure: 
Regional Parcel Tax for Restoration 

 June 2016 ballot measure to accelerate Bay 
wetlands restoration 

 $12/parcel/year for 20 years, would generate 
~$500 million for restoration projects around 
the Bay  

 Dec 2015 tracking poll: Strong majority of 
nine-county Bay Area voters are supportive; 
needs 2/3 support in all nine counties, 
cumulatively, to pass 

 Complete restoration (100,000 acres) 
requires ~$2 billion; aim is to use passage of 
parcel tax to leverage additional state and 
federal funds 



Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot Measure: 
Regional Parcel Tax for Restoration 

Parcel tax revenues must be 
used to support: 

 Restoring vital fish, bird and 
wildlife habitat. 

 Improving water quality and 
reducing pollution and toxins. 

 Protecting shoreline communities 
against flooding from severe 
storms and sea level rise. 

 Increasing shoreline access for 
public enjoyment. 

 



Examples of Projects 
Anticipated to be 

Eligible For Funding: 
• Hayward Shoreline 

(Alameda) 

• Chelsea Wetlands 
(Contra Costa) 

• Bel Marin Keys (Marin) 

• Edgerly Island (Napa) 

• Crissy Field (San 
Francisco) 

• East Palo Alto Shoreline 
(San Mateo) 

• San Jose Bay Trail 
(Santa Clara) 

• Benicia Shoreline 
(Solano) 

• Skaggs Island (Sonoma) 



Next Steps 
 Measure transmitted to all nine Bay 

Area county registrars; going through 
each Board of Supervisors for pro forma 
action to consolidate election 

 Santa Clara County, the lead county by 
2010 population, is preparing ballot 
materials and distributing to other 
registrars 

 Engaging public and stakeholders in conversations 
about this proposal 

 Separate campaign effort 



www.sfbayrestore.org 
 
  

http://www.sfbayrestore.org/


More information:    
 

www.sfbayrestore.org

Questions? 
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