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Overview and Research Objectives

The City of San Leandro commissioned Godbe Research to conduct 

a survey of local voters with the following research objectives: 

 Assess potential community support for a several general purpose 

revenue measures; 

 Identify community priorities for projects and programs; 

 Test the influence of informational statements on potential support; 

and

 Identify any differences due to demographic and/or voter 

behavioral characteristics.



Page 3

July 5, 2016

Methodology Overview

 Data Collection Telephone and Online Interviewing

 Universe 29,088 likely November 2016 voters in

the City of San Leandro 

 Fielding Dates June 4 through June 13, 2016

 Interview Length 21 minutes

 Sample Size n=501 (online=242; cell=109; 

landline=150)

 Languages English=469

Spanish=17

Chinese=15

 Margin of Error ± 4.34% 

The data have been weighted to reflect the actual population characteristics of likely voters in the 

City of San Leandro in terms of their gender, age, and political party type.
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Key Findings
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Uninformed Support for Cannabis Tax
(n=501)

Cannabis Tax:  To maintain and enhance 

the City of San Leandro, with funding that 

cannot be taken by Sacramento, 

including:

• social services,

• public art,

• programs that celebrate diversity,

• multilingual programming and 

• other general city services, 

shall the City of San Leandro levy an 

ongoing tax of up to 10% of gross 

receipts of cannabis (marijuana) 

businesses in the city, providing $500,000 

annually, requiring independent citizen 

oversight, financial audits, and that all 

funds stay in the City of San Leandro? 

Probably No
6.8%

Definitely 
No

16.4%

DK/NA [Not 
sure]
9.7%

Definitely Yes
43.6%

Probably Yes
23.6%

Total Support
67.1%
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Uninformed Support for Business License Tax
(n=501)

Business License Tax:  To maintain and 

enhance the City of San Leandro, with 

funding that cannot be taken by 

Sacramento, including:

• enhancing the library and infrastructure, 

and 

• other general city services, 

shall the City of San Leandro modify the 

ongoing business license tax to reduce 

fees for small businesses, charge 10 

percent of gross receipts for parking lots, 

and charge $100 per 1,000 square feet of 

warehouse space, providing $800,000 

annually, requiring independent citizen 

oversight, and all funds stay in San 

Leandro? 

Probably No
12.8%

Definitely No
16.8%

DK/NA [Not 
sure]
10.7%

Definitely Yes
30.0%

Probably Yes
29.6%

Total Support
59.6%
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Uninformed Support for Transient Occupancy 

Tax (n=501)

Transient Occupancy Tax:  To maintain 

and enhance the City of San Leandro, 

with funding that cannot be taken by 

Sacramento, including:

• enhancing the library for children’s 

programs, providing space for books, 

reference materials and public access 

computers, 

• enhancing parks, roads and 

infrastructure, and 

• other general city services, 

shall the City of San Leandro increase the 

ongoing transient occupancy tax charged 

to hotel guests from 10% to 14%, 

providing $200,000 annually, requiring 

independent citizen oversight, financial 

audits, and all funds staying in the City of 

San Leandro? 

Probably No
13.9%

Definitely No
15.1%

DK/NA [Not 
sure]
8.0%

Definitely Yes
36.6%

Probably Yes
26.4%

Total Support
63.1%
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Community Priorities
(n=501)

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 

“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, “No Effect” = 0, “Somewhat Less Likely” = -1, and “Much Less Likely” = -2.

Somewhat

More Likely

Somewhat 

Less Likely
Much Less 

Likely

-2 -1 0 1 2

Enhance public art including sculptures and murals

Provide free Wi-Fi hotspots throughout the City

Provide multilingual outreach

Provide programs that celebrate diversity in San Leandro

Connect to the Bay Trail and Bay Water Trail in SL

Improve the Mulford-Marina Branch Library

Provide traffic calming measures to improve traffic safety

Enhance park walking and running trails in San Leandro

Provide a police operations center …

Provide space for ... at the Mulford-Marina Branch

Enhance safety net programs for homeless / at-risk…

Attract new businesses and create jobs in San Leandro

Improve 9-1-1 emergency response times

Fix potholes and repair city streets

Provide shelters for abused women and children

.18

.33

.47

.53

.71

.80

.86

.91

.95

1.00

1.17

1.27

1.27

1.33

1.35

Much More 

Likely

T
ie

r 2
T

ie
r 3

T
ie

r 1
T

ie
r 4
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Informational Statements
(n=501)

Note: The above rating questions have been abbreviated for charting purposes, and responses were recoded to calculate mean scores: 

“Much More Likely” = +2, “Somewhat More Likely” = +1, and “No Effect” = 0.

0 1 2

A warehouse bus … pay the lower per-employee ... rate

The City has a strong record of sound $ management…

The funds generated ... will be leveraged by the City …

Mulford-Marina Branch library needs improvements to …

The measures will maintain the excellent quality of life ...

The State took $15 mm dollars annually from the City …

The business license tax for bus ≤ 3 would be reduced

The SLPD crime prevention efforts will be more effective …

These measures will help protect our property values …

None of the money ... would be used for admin salaries

The measures require indep. citizen oversight & audits

The measures will give San Leandro local control …

0.89

0.99

1.00

1.08

1.09

1.11

1.11

1.21

1.26

1.26

1.30

1.34

No Effect Somewhat 

More  Likely
Much More  

Likely

T
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T
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Informed Support
(n=501)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

TOT

BLT

Cannabis

35.8%

33.7%

45.3%

29.0%

30.6%

27.0%

12.3%

10.8%

6.3%

17.5%

15.9%

16.2%

5.5%

9.0%

5.2%

Definitely Yes Probably Yes Probably No Definitely No DK/NA [Not sure]

72.2%

64.3%

64.7%
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Summary & Recommendations

 The survey revealed a solid base of voter support for three general purpose tax measures, and 

increased from the initial to final tests.  Final support for the Cannabis measure was 72.2%, for the 

Business License Tax was 64.3% and support for the Transient Occupancy Tax was 64.7%.  

 Top community priorities include:

 Provide shelters for abused women and children.

 Fix potholes and repair city streets.

 Improve 9-1-1 emergency response times.

 Attract new businesses and create jobs in San Leandro.

 Enhance safety net programs for homeless and at-risk adults and children.

 Provide space for a children's area; children's story times; homework center; up-to-date reference 

materials, books, audio-visual materials and periodicals; public access computers; community 

room; and free Wi-Fi at the Mulford-Marina Branch.

 Provide a police operations center that meets current seismic safety codes and will survive an 

earthquake and be up and running in a disaster.

 Key informational statements include:

 The measures will give San Leandro local control over local funds for local needs. The money 

cannot be taken by Sacramento.

 The measures require independent citizen oversight, mandatory financial audits, and yearly 

reports to the community to ensure that all funds are spent as promised.

 These measures will help protect our property values by providing quality city services, parks, 

open space and safe neighborhoods.
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Summary & Recommendations

 The San Leandro Police Department's crime prevention efforts will be more effective with the 

technology available in an up-to-date police operations center.

 The business license tax for businesses of three employees or less would be reduced.

 The State took $12 million dollars annually from the City of San Leandro, these measures will 

replace this loss and provide a local source of funds, for local needs.

 Given the survey findings, the simple majority required for approval for each measure, as a general 

purpose tax, Godbe Research recommends that the City of San Leandro consider moving the process 

forward to a November 2016 for all three measures.
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